BOAT REPORT

he Dutch yard ol
Valharding Staveren has
bean inthe busingss of
budding fine steel
displacement boats for the laisure
market since 1965, even if they
have been represanted onthis sude
of the North Sea only for the past
couple of years
Wa have already had the
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Trawler 480 aft-cabin model &
spume-flying test see MBM Jan (0
pl12], with commendable results,
and ware theredore intrigued whan
the even mora traditionally styled
Kotter 400 OC mado its UK debut
at this year's Southampton
Boat Shaw

Design & layout
The400's design harks hack a
ganaration or twa in the builders'
history. A kotter is a style of craft
often wsad as o fishing boat, and
this is just what they ware building
before they moved predominanthy
nto the leisure market

Until relatively recently, the hulls
were fabricated in steel and the
superstructures inwood. Now the
whole lotis steal, and the
Volharding yard does a superb job
af it — nof laast becausa they are
prepared to rall and work it 56 that
{hiere i hardly a flat panel or angled
comerin sight, fromhe attractve

curved sternto the radiused edges
of the wheelhouse ond coachroof

Naither is the hull itself meraly a '
single-chined fabrication. The
topsides and undensatar sactions
ara notched through savaral anglos -
tor an almost round-bilge shape, £
giving nat anly pleasing lines but
also a sea-kindly form *

It culminates in a large, ballasted,
box-section keal, A shoe axtends )
from this to offer partial protection o8
te tha single propeller and suppon
the sizeable foil-shaped rudder
Bilge keals ara alsa incorporated,
allowing the boatto take the
ground if necessary.

An extremely pleasant,
well-sheltered alt cockpit of
surprisingly good size leads
through to & whaethouse thal
i3 light and roomy, with an
L-shaped sefiee offenng
aood views and avery
businesstike halm station

Down & couple of staps ara
tha inviting and smartly appointed
galley and dinette. The farmaer is
close 1o the staps, which makes it
gasy 10 pass sustenance up to
those intha wheelhouse. The [attar
has tven facing setteas which will
seat four, or sipata pmch, and s
canveriible into & berth i required

Thiere are twd parmanaent
double cabing: ane forward,
gither with a central double
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A bathing ladder is affixed to
the Kotter's curved counter, and
there is a break in the sturdy
1%in-diameter guardrails at this
point, enabling anyone

the De Luxe optisns package.
The underseat lockers offer a

useful amount of storage, even

thaugh the central ones arg

the way, which doubles as the taken up by the steering gear.

pmerging from a bracing North  access to the engine On future boats, fendars will
Sea dip to step across the compartment, completes a find & home in baskets mounted
bulwark and onto the arc of generous, sheltered socialising  on the guardrails by the break of
seating aft. area, with room for a tabile if the bow, although these had yet
& further bench saat across desired, Teak decking is part of to be fitted on cur test boat.
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herth or a vee
arrangament, and
the ather amidships,
with s double barth
slid partialty under the
wheelhouse seating. But
just one toiket compartment
is allowed forin the layout
Qur test boat featurad the
De-Luxe pack of extras, which
maost buryers would probably want;
thesa include teak cockpit decking,
infernal woad flooring, an electnc
inilet. a how-thruster,
heefier
WIndscreen
wipers and
double-glazing
This particular
crai alsohod the
suparior Mastervalt
electrical installation,
incorporating o Bk
generator aswellasa
Y 1500W inverter,and a
full pack of electronic
navigation ands.
Only single engine installations
are oftered, the standard
instaliation being a 135hp naturally
aspirated Parkins-Sabre 1350,
which readily pushes the hoat upto
its hull speed.

Performance
& handling

JUst becanse a boat is huilt in s1eed,
that does not necessanky make it
inherently mare seaworthy, Steelis

A couple of wide treads lead up
and over the washplata to side
decks which measure a full 16in
(40em ) wide, and to tha braak in
the guardrail where you can

board the boat from alongside. pr =

Lending further security
are an excellent 8in-high the anchor hanging off the navigation light and antenna
mini-bulwark, handrails running  starboard bow, Access to the mast is fabricated in aluminium,
the full length of the chain locker itself is throughthe  to make it easy to hinge it back,
suparstructure, and an ftorecabin bulkhead. Mooring although as an option this can
extremely effective non-slip lines are handled by two setsof b hydraulically actuated. With
coating on the metal decks. good-sized T-bollards, fore and  the mast lowered, air-draught is

The foredeck is little-ship aft, and a 12in bar cleat welded  reduced to just over 3§t (2.8m),
size, and equipped with a to each bulwark for springs. which is low indeed for a crafft of
horizontal windlass to handla The nicely sculpted this length.
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often preterred to GRP by Uutch
boatbuikders and owners because,
ifthe hull dasign is simpla, itis a
ralatvely chaap mathod of
construction, and of course less
viulnerabla o abuse i locks
Howwevar, you need have no
cancann about the integnty of

anything from the Velharding vard
Eventhough the Koter isin naway
awarkd-girghng yechi, dua toits
need for fued, itis built to design

category A ('Ocean’| under the
Hecreational Cratt Directive

Onour test boat's enoss-Channa
delivery tnp to the Southamptor
Boat Show, the crew got caughi
out i a full gale and tell us that the
rounded stern and large rudder
allowed following and quartenng
seas 1o roll throwgh without fuss

Dur own expenance was much
mare ganteel, on an almost
geenly guiet Autumn day on the
aputh Loast

The hul's preferred speed is
abtained at around 1900-2000rpm,
Which equateas 10 a speed through
the water af 7-7% knats, with &
range approaching 400 miles, if you
feelyou need to tank on, ta

Although quita large, the
Kotter's single toilet
compartment doas not have
the benafit of a separate
shower cubicle, which is a
litthe disappointing. On the
plus side, in no way does it
feel cramped, and it is fitted
gut in laminate which is less
bland than mouldings
Thers is planty of storage,
and the De Luxe options
pack brings with it a Jabsco
vacuum-flush alectric loo.
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Wheelhouse/saloon

A hefty haf-glazed teak door
leads through from the cockpit
to the light and spacious
whealhouse, which is
dominated by an L-shaped
dinette offset to port. Running
along the starboard side s 5
ranga of wood-lined cupboards

Galley

The short companionway
betweean tha saloon and the
forward accommodation is a
decant width to allow easy
movament to and fro, with a
couple of handralls worked

The settee is raised slightly
to allow a perfect view right
round, and there is no shortage
of ways to OpEn the ares morg
fully to the slements, including
a large skylight, an opening
portion of windscreen and a
hinged rear window.

Headroom is extramely
generous, at 6t Gin [1.98m).
and the headlining has an

onto the well-crafted teak
joinary. This being the case, the
galley is conveniently placed 1o
serve gither the whealhouse
and cockpit or the dinatte
Rather than simply being a
straight run, the Avanite
worksurface is made mora
attractive by incorporating a

attractive tongue-and-groove
finish

Less commodious is the
under-seat storage vold, which
has been limited to allow the
midships cabin’s double berth
sufficiant legroom. But the
cupboards opposite ara pretty
generous, and it was good to
find nearly all flat surfaces
finished with fiddles.

return housing the hob and
fridge. Disappointingly. bearing
in mind tha fastidicusness of
tha builders elsewhere on the
boat, this has no fiddies, a point
wihich could sasily be remedied.

As standard, the hob and
owven are gas. With the optional
230V electrical package. the
cooking facilities are all-slectric,
including a smart Bosch
combined oven/microwave.

Stowage is excellent, with a
good combination of cupboards
and drawers under the counter,
and chast-high lockers. Flogring
panals lift to allow you to got at
the bilge and the holding tank

Apart from a run of opaning
ports at head height, an
overhead hatch adds more
natural lighting and the
countertop has s series of vents
rigged to an extractor, keeping
cooking smells to & minkmum,
The grilles set in the joinery
outboard are not, howewver, part
of an extraction system.
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A fixed seat is usually fitted at
the helm, but our test boat had
a giraffe-legged director's chair
so that it can be maved when
necessary to give more room. It
looks a little prone to toppling
over, but any such concerms
have proved unfounded, sven
when the weather piped up on
the vessal's North Sea crossing

The wheel is set at a good
haight, whether you are seated
or standing. Your view through
the screen is excellent, with
each of its three parts serviced
by a sturdy-looking wiper.

On the teak console there is
plenty of space for all manner of
eléctronics [our test boat was
fitted with a collection of
Raymarine products and a
Skanti DSC VHF set), as well as
for a folded chart. A section to
port opens 1o reveal a modicum
of storage for additional charts

In garfier examples of the
Kotter, the dinette was a
U-shape, But apparently our
test boat's configuration of
facing seats gives slightly
miare ream — and it will seat
six if you are fesling frisndly.

If there are six sleeping on
board, the seating can ba
converted into an occasional
berth of a little aver &ft Din
{1.83m),

Built-into the seat-bases
ara two large, full depth
drawers, one of which could
ke made into a pull-out fridge
if you needed extra cooling
capacity. Outboard are a
couphs of cupboards with a
shelf aréa between; a deep
fiddle hare would be good, so
it eauild act as a bookcase.
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and pilot books, while the built-
in trough in front of the main
fascia will save glasses, pencils
and other odds and ends from
taking a dive

Just the main ready-use
switches are brought to the

Midships cabin

The midships cabin has a most
canvivial feel, and it is no
inconvenience that at least
half of the 6H &in [1.98m] by
4ft 2in (1.28m) double berth

iz cubbyhaled under the
saloon. There is still ampla
room to sase under the duvel,

Forecabin

Dur test boat's forward cabin
had a vee-berth layout, with
mattresses a full 7H 0in (2.13m)
lang by 2t Bin (0.79m) wide. A
central douhble is offered as an
alternative, Both versions offer
lots of space, and full standing
headraam throughout.

There is a good array of
stowage, mainly thanks to a
number of deap lockers
outboard and a reasonable
sized wardrobe. Set in the sides
of the barths are what look like
drawers, but ane in fact lift-out
panels, giving onto fairly
shallow lockers,

The opening ports above the
outboard lockers are circular
Along with the warm teak
joinery, these serve to enhance
thie snug, traditional feel of
the boat,

helm; the rest of the electrics
are accessed from the midships
cabin. A second lifting section
of console, just ahead of the
wheel, gives access 1o the main
battery switches and the fual
shut-off solenoid.

of 1o sit up and read.

Clothes storage is down to a
good-sized hanging locker
outhoard plus a double
cupboard under the head of the
berth. As part of the De Luxe
options pack, a small vanity
basin was incorporated on our
test boat, adjacent to the
cupboard door that hides the
breaker panels.

Gvercoma some hide, then yes, you
cangain a knot or 30 you add an
extra S00rpm, but this really starts
to cane the fuel consumpton

and the stern begqns to squat
indicating that the vessel's hull
speed has been well and truly
reached,

Slower speeds are clearly not a
problem, and the Perkms-Sabrea
13501 wall happily trundie on
forever and a day without upset. It
|5r':||'-:|,r:1n:!'.a.'-;|g::', s tnargis
nothing to fur up or warry about,
except far prowading clean ol and
clean digsal

Most buyers are going to
specify a bowe-thruster ta help with
i':lht:":: uartars I";‘|'1I:IEII'“.'TII'Q il |
single-engined baat such as this,
and mdoes make e just that bt
liess sirassful given that you've got
some 16 tons of steel to contral
Howevar, there is loads ol boat m
the water 5o the Kotler is not one 1o
be blowen around. vl turn in its
owm length on the engine and
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